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Introduction 


The data of research work done at the Melolo urn-burial site, as represented in this 
paper, have been taken from several records, including those (as yet unpublished) of the Dr. 
L. Onvlee and W. J. A. Willems who both visited and examined the site. These records have 
been kept at the Office of the Archaeological Service of Indonesia for years. 


With the consent of the Head of the Archaeological Service | made use of Willems’ 
records, photographs and maps which speak highly for his thorough excavation methods 
and exactness. Dr Willems unfortunately left Indonesia in 1942 never to return and the war 
did not allow him to finish his study. 


I am much obliged to Mr Soebo Kastowo of the Jakarta Museum (Lembaga Kebudayaan 
Indonesia- "Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen ") for contributing 
towards this article by his exellent illustrations Figs. 2-8. 


Location 


Melolo is situated in East Sumba near the mouth of the Melolo river, 63 Km southeast of 
Waingapu, 10 metres above sea-level and only 200 metres from the shore. The area was 
withdrawn in 1908 from the Self-Government and declared Government's property. 


The Sumbanese, so reads Dr. Onvlee's record, never occupied the area under 
consideration, the plain being ‘hot’ and dangerous and the very place where their ancestors 
disembarked for the first time. After the arrival of peoples from the Island of Savu, however, 
houses were built at Melolo. 


In 1908 a barrack for the police force was built here which was demolished again in 
1920. It was probably then that the first urns were discovered, for since that year it seems 
that various persons started to dig there at random. 


Clandestine digging 


The first to write some words on the Melolo urnfield was Dr A.C. Kruyt '). He did not 
visit the site himself but obtained some information from Mr. D.K. Wielenga who published 
a brief record on the subject later on ?). We are informed by the latter that Savunese peoples 
plundered the site in searching of gold and treasures. Finding nothing of the kind, they left 
the site alone. 
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Wielenga excavated a number of urns himself. They were entirely filled with sand and- 
contained human skeletal remains. According to him the urns were placed in rows, in three 
succeeding layers. This observation proved incorrect because there is no question of an 
orientation whatsoever. Incorrect, too, is his remark that the urns were baked around the 
skulls because the mouths were too narrow to allow the entrance of the skulls. Willems was 
able to prove that urns were merely utensils, sometimes used for funeral purposes. When the 
mouth proved too narrow, the upper-portion was cut off skillfully. Once the skull was inside, 
the cut-off portion was loosely replaced upon the jar. 


In the same year (1923) the Civil Officer Dannenberger ?) excavated a large urn containing 
the skeletal bones of eleven (?) individuals. What happened to Wielenga's and Dannenberger's 
finds is not known. 


In August of the same year Prof. E. R. K. Rodenwaldt carried out investigations at the 
Melolo site *). He presented the finds, urns and funeral gifts such as special earthenware 
flasks to the Museum at Jakarta *) and some urns to the Instituut voor de Tropen at Amsterdam 
(Pl. 1), while 34 skulls were sent to Prof. Dr J.P. Kleiweg de Zwaan *) who gave a detailed 
description of them (see the section on the human skeletal remains in this paper). 


In 1926 it was Dr K. W. Dammerman’s turn to do some digging. He reported ’) that the 
urns were lying close together with an interstice of some centimetres only. The large urns 
had a diameter of approximately 50 centimetres, the smaller 25 centimetres. He supposed that 
the urnfield contained about 1300 to 1400 urns. They were entirely filled with sand and 
contained human bones. In total four skulls were found. The colour of the ware was red and 
grey with yellow-brown fractures. The present whereabouts of the finds is unknown. After 
Dammerman's investigation, all private and amateur digging was forbidden. Plans to register 
the area as ‘monument’ were not realized. 


Dr. Onvlee's investigation 


By Government's decree of 29.5,1935, permission fora fresh investigation was given to 
Dr L. Onvlee who in the months March and April 1936 visited the site. A detailed record was 
presented afterwards to the Head of the Archaeological Service. His report comprised many 
interesting linguistical, ethnological and archaeological data. 


Onvlee started digging one metre wide trenches at three different places and within half 
an hour one of these trenches yielded the first urns. The trench was enlarged, covering an 
area of 5 x 4 metres. A fairly great number of urns were unearthed. It appeared that some urns 
were placed upon others. The majority had collapsed and was crushed, their sherds were 
found around a lump of sand with human skeletal bones. None of the urns held a whole 
skeleton. One urn contained skulls and bones of adults and the skeletal remains of a child. 


The urns were found covered with small or large pots, some of them upside down; in 
some cases small pots were placed into the mouth of the urn as a kind of a plug ; in others the 
urns were covered with sherds of bowls. The large urns had a diameter of 50 to 60 cm with the 
same height and a mouth of 20 cm wide. The shapes of the urns vary (Fig. 9A). Several urn- 
necks display incised line ornaments such as triangles, wavy lines and nail imprints. Onvlee 
noticed two different kinds of ware, one in red, the other in grey. Some funeral gifts were also 
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recovered notably peculiar polished earthenware flasks with incised line ornaments and 
incised human faces with tattoo-signs. Most faces have round eyes, some others oval and 
slit eyes. A small, black quadrangular stone adze came to light during the course of the 
excavation and is now on display at the Jakarta Museum (No 2758). Of great importance, too, 
was the discovery of a shuttle. Dr Onvlee was so kind as to present all his finds to the 
Jakarta Museum ; 26 human skulls taken from urns were forwarded to Dr W. Lubberhuizen 
and Dr C. A. R. D. Snell at Surabaya’; the latter has made a detailed study of them *). 


Traces of a second urnfield were discovered by Dr Onvlee along the road from Melolo 
to Waingapu, exactly at the place where the Melolo River meets the road. A superficial 
investigation yielded remains of urns, human bones and a earthenware flask. 


P. J. Lambooy ?)also published a paper on the Melolo urn field; it is not clear, however, 
if he dug himself or was only referring to Dr Onvlee's investigation. He noticed that the urns 
contained the skulls and some bones of human beings, which gave the impression as if the 
deceased were first kept outside till the flesh had decayed ; afterwards the skulls and some 
limb bones were placed into the jars. There were no traces of cremation. The urns were rather 
fragile and low fired. Most important is his mention of the find of a lower jaw of a pig in one 
of the urns ; unfortunately, there is no indication as to the kind of pig it belongs to. Anyway, 
itis the only record we have of animal offerings at the Melolo necropolis. 


Dr. Willems' excavation 


The only scientifically based excavation has been the one led by the prehistorian of the 
Archaeological Service, Dr W. J. A. Willems in August-September 1939, from whose diary 
and notes we borrowed ; the horizontal plan of the excavation (Fig. 1) and a series of excellent 
photographs also helped in forming an outline of the situation. 


As far as is known the Melolo urnfield covers an area of 34 X 20 metres but it should be 
remembered that the south and west boundaries have not been defined as yet, as these parts 
have not been explored. 


Willems started the excavation with the digging of a two metres wide trial trench directed 
to the south. The plan was made by a simple system of coordinates. At first the finds were 
left for what they were. After removing the upper layers, the position of the finds was marked, 
excavation was then continued down to the substratum. Right below the surface in the dirty- 
gray upper layer, was a great number of plain and ornamented sherds. All finds were marked 
and levelled. More to the south, a number of urns was unearthed at a depth of 10-20 cm below 
the surface. All urns were heavily damaged, the upper portion being totally crushed. 


The trial trench digging was continued to the north ; here the urns were found in a lower 
level ; the northern boundary could be defined. Another two meters wide trench was made, 
parallel to the first one, with a half metre of profile between them. Afterwards the first trench 
was extended to the south, which resulted in the discovery of such an unexpected great 
number of urns that it was found necessary to reduce the trench's width to 1 metre, while no 
further attempt was made to define the southern boundary. Three more trial trenches, directed 
lo the east, were made, perpendicular to the above mentioned trenches, in this way the 
eastern boundary of the cemetery was found. The search for the western boundary, however, 
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was discontinued because of the abundance of urns recovered in this sector, for the excavation 
was planned for only one month. In the western part the urns were found immediately below 
the surface, at a depth of 2-5 cm. Two earthenware flasks, of which the upper portions were 
missing, were uncovered. 


With the preliminaries finished, Willems started with the details. The urn groups 91, 92, 
84, 85 and 85a were carefully unearthed and cleaned, and their contents examined. Urn 92 had 
a wide flaring neck of which the upper portion had collapsed, its mouth contained a damaged 
earthenware flask, adorned with three tattoed human faces (P1. 4 and 5 ; Fig. 6 A and B). Urn 
91 had sunk upon urn 92. Both urns fell to pieces when they were cleaned but they could be 
reconstructed. 


In urn 92 a human skull and some bones were found and a complete shell ring (Pl. 7). The 
ornamented flask as well as the shell ring are now in the Jakarta Museum (registred as no 
4327 and 5886a). In urn 91 were human bones and a small globular pot : urn 91b contained 
human skeletal remains and two flat beads. In the upper portion of urn 84 a damaged 
earthenware flask was found upside down and three beads. The greatest part of the urns was 
heavily damaged or totally crushed ; undamaged examples like the pear-shaped urn no 31 or 
no 111 (PI. 8) are exceptions. 


Only one skull was: found in the urns : 

no 29 (bones), 31 (some bones), 38 (large limb bones). 37 (mandible), 41 (covered with part of 
a jar ; it contained on the bottom some bones of a very small child and two beads), 60b (bones 
and a flat bead), 88 (an earthenware flask upside down in the mouth ; on the bottom a skull, 
some bones and a flat bead), 94a (bones and a pendant of shell), 99 (skull totally crushed), 
102 (,mandible fragment and some teeth), 103a, 104 (some bones and a shell ring), 102 (some 
bones and a mandible), 106, 100a (some bones), 111 (bones.). 112 (mandible : skull totally 
crushed), 116a (a flat bead ; Skull crushed), 118, 133b (on the bottom : a pot upside down and 
a shell bead), 113a (bones, a shell bracelet and a bead), 139a (remains of a skull), 146 (wide 
flaring neck ; contained an upside down skull), 148 (skull upside down), 152, 155 (a small 
globular pot firmly stuck in the neck like a plug), 267 (covered with part of a globular pot), 225 
(wide flaring neck ; skull crushed), 257 (mandible, some bones and some flat beads), 260 
(skull of a child). 


Two skulls were found in : 1 
No 71, 62, 78, 123, 236 (together with limb bones). Urn 255a was covered with an upside down 
jar ; on the bottom many bones and two skulls. The large urn 34 contained two skulls and was 
covered with a small jar also holding two skulls. 


Because many urns had collapsed; various isolated skull were encountered during the 
excavation. Between some heavily damaged urns, human post-cranial remains and three 
skull were unearthed ; in the same place was a shell ring. Only 8 cm below the surface another 
skull came to light between the broken urns 104 and 109. Against urn 116 and 117 a damaged 
skull was found and fargments of limb bones. In the northern part of the second trial trench, 
some centimetres below the surface, two skull were discovered with some broken bones. 
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It has several times been emphasized that the urns were covered in various manners. 
Some details are added here. Stuck in the mouths of the urns 34 and 35 which were both made 
of red earthenware, was a small grey globular pot, in the mouth of the damaged urn 39 a 
cylinder-shaped flask of earthenware ; on urn 149 stood a small pot. Urn 85 was covered with 
a jar upside down. The urns 87, 88 and 93 were caked together. On urn 88 a pot of darkbrown 
ware upside down. The low-fired urn 81 was covered with a rather large jar upside down. In 
urn 94 were an earthenware flask and a small quadrangular stone adze. The neck of the 
collapsed urn 235 contained a small globular pot ; urn 55 had collapsed but it appeared that 
it had been covered by a very large overturned jar ; urn 113 by sherds and urn 44 by two jar 
fragments placed upon each other. Urn 54, which had a wide flaring neck, by three layers of 
sherds. 


Here follow some additional comments and some other particulars about the funeral 
gifts, found loose during the excavation : 


Urn 214 contained a small pot and some flat perforated beads ; on urn 103 lay a sherd 
with a small quadrangular stone adze (P1. 2) and, close to this adze, part of a shell ring ; in urn 
254 were two earthenware flasks, one of which was beautifully adorned, and a small globular 
pot ; on the neck of urn 67 in the east profile of the excavation lay a quadrangular stone adze 
; urn 118 held fragments of an earthenware flask and the bottom and neck parts of another 
flask ; the former shows an incised human face with slit eyes (Fig. 6B). 


The extension of the trial trench II to the north yielded numerous broken urns. In the 
north-west corner of the site a crushed earthenware flask and the remains of a second flask 
were found. In the western part of the second trial trench was a beautiful pendant, carved out 
of the convolution of a Tridacna shell, apparently representing a pig's head (Fig. 7). The 
urns 137,141,142, 143, 144, 145, 148 and 150 were found together. In urn 255 two beads were 
found, one of stone, the other of shell. 


These are the most important data which we could find in Willems’ diary. We have added 
an extract of Willems' lecture which he held on the 18th of Januari 1940 for the Bataviaasch 
Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen at Jakarta '"). It should be remembered, however, 
that this lecture was more or less preliminary, because Willems had not yet fully studied the 
finds. 


Dr. Willems’ lecture 


*....the urns which often were found groups, contained the skeletal remains of secondarily 
buried dead ; no traces whatsoever of creamation could be recorded. Though the urns in 
general each contained some remains of two or even three individuals. Sometimes funeral 
gifts were found in the urns e.g. shell bracelets, beads, stone adzes, and a fine pendant in the 
Shape of a pig's head, skillfully carved out of a shell. The discovery of stone adzes in the 
Indonesian Archipelago does not warrant a neolithic age. As long as we are not familiar with 
the genetic connection with older or contemporaneous culture, or with later cultural influences, 
It will be difficult to settle the age of the cultural manifestations. Although the quadrangular 
adzes and the total absence of metal objects point to a neolithic age, the speaker is rather 
inclined to classify this culture as belonging to the Bronze Age of South East Asia. 
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Of course, it is essential to track down other urnfields in Sumba and especially to find 
out if they also occur in the interior ; some evidence points in that direction. Unless this area 
is better explored, it will remain a moot point whether this burial site is to be attributed to a 
tribe or a group of people who came here from abroad. 


A striking feature is that the recent population is not acquainted with this kind of burial 
Ithas to be remembered, however, that the village of Melolo and its surroundings is completely 
occupied by Savunese peoples. Another thing is the necessity to keep track of a possible 
connection with the still flourishing megalithic culture or with old megalithic cultures on 
Sumba. 


Furthermore it appears that the dead were interred for a second time in common 
earthenware utensils. It is, therefore, not surprising to find urns with too narrow mouths to 
allow the entrance of a skull. For that purpose the urn peoples of Melolo cut off the upper 
portion of the jar which they later replaced loosely on the urn. 


All the urns were covered with upside down jars, or with a small globular pot in the neck 
ofthe urn or simply by sherds. The low-fired urns, unable to stand the weight, had collapsed. 
The urn necropolis of Melolo is at present only partly excavated and a continuation of 
research is needed. 


Post-war investigations 


In the year 1949, the Swiss ethnologist, A. Buhler ''), made an excavation at Melolo. 
From some letters we know that the site was covered with cultivated plants when he arrived. 
On that account skulls and urns which were buried close to the surface, were damaged or got 
lost. Buhler insisted on a more efficient protection of the site. Hence the present writer went 
to Sumba in October 1949 to take measures to protect the site against further destruction. On 
that occasion all sorts of assistance was promised by the officials. An accident quite 
unexpectedly obliged me to leave the island. 


A number of skeletal remains was forwarded to Dr. Snell at Surabaya, but his examination 
did not open up any new aspects. Six rather well preserved skulls of adults were reconstructed 
: facial parts and bases were missing. There were also teeth from adults as well from children. 
One urn contained remains of several individuals, adults as well as children. 


Buhler discovered a new burial ground in the Rende district, south of the village of 
Palindi, which needs further investigation. 


The human skeletal remains 


The Melolo bones are white, a little calcified and brittle and show no traces of 
fossilisation. A great number of skulls was crushed owing to the fact that many urns had 
collapsed. Many skulls were so heavily damaged that they were useless for anthropological 
and anthropometrical studies. The skulls labelled 1-34 have been excavated by Prof. 
Rodenwaldt in 1923 and were examined by Prof. Dr J. P. Kleiweg de Zwaan '*); the skulls A-K, 
found by Dr Onvlee in 1936, and I-VI, found by Dr Willems in 1938, have been examined by 
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Principal anthropological data of the skulls from Melolo 


(after Snell and Kleiweg de Zwaan) 





Max. Glabello Max. Min. Max Height Index 
Length  InionL. Width Frontal ^ Occip. Cal- Cra- 
Widt varium nialis 
Y 177 168 131 85 101 100 74.0 
B. 188 181 130 101 110 110 69.1 
C 183 171 131 88 99 111 71.6 
D. 166 157 133 Fe 100 98 80.1 
E 184 172 139 96 : 108 75.5 
E 183 175 : 90 105 106 
G 175 153 128 85 9 102 73.1 
H 181 164 133 9] 103 111 73.5 
1. 173 163 136 3 : 101 78.6 
J. 170 149 136 + 101 113 80.0 
K 182 173 : 89 101 101 i 
R 181 164 133 à 106 107 73.5 
1l. 160 156 126 85 97 88 78.8 
ill. 190 184 137 95 112 107 72.1 
IV. 178 173 140 87 105 98 78.7 
V 183 171 138 93 = 102 75.4 
VL 187 180 136 = 112 101 723 
p 178 163 133 %4 102 109 74.72 
Z 186 183 133 96 106 101 71.51 
3, 185 181 140 : 114 108 75.68 
4. 176 171 136 9g 105 103 77.27 
5. 175 174 125 > 101 97 71.43 
6. 186 179 137 - 103 96 73.66 
7. 182 182 140 95 113 106 76.92 
"à 185 175 144 90 108 105 77.84 
9, 180 179 133 2 100 % 73.89 
10. 168 164 138 5 2 78 82.14 
ll. 188 189 136 % 109 97 72.34 
12. 178 177 141 x 105 96 7921 
13. 175 169 145 97 107 100 82.86 
14. 181 179 134 3 95 105 74.03 
15. 180 178 138 = 106 87 76.67 
16. 180 172 133 3 109 %9 73.89 
17. 180 2 141 : ae #8 78.33 
18. 178 169 132 96 111 104 74.16 
19. 177 178 130 90 101 95 7345 
20. 181 170 138 89 104 106 7624 
21. 171 166 132 90 97 98 77.19 
173 130 g 104 100 75.14 
23 183 181 136 9g 107 99 7432 
24 169 159 133 84 é 95 78.70 
25 175 166 138 89 104 102 78.86 
26. 174 166 133 90 103 96 76.44 
27. 173 164 139 90 105 102 80.35 
28. 177 165 133 = 105 96 75.14 
29. 181 173 135 100 116 105 74.59 
30. 183 181 139 : 107 104 75.96 
31. 174 125 86 5 s 71.84 
32. 179 172 137 EN 106 105 76.54 
33, 167 157 131 87 = 93 7844 
34. 182 178 137 95 107 103 7527 
average 178 171 135 9] 105 101 75.7 
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Prof. Dr C. A. R. D. Snell °). We have added the most important measurements taken by 
Kleiweg de Zwaan and Snell together, and we have calculated the averages. 


The examined Melolo skulls represent 21 dolichocephalic skulls or 42.8%, 23 
mesocephalic skulls or 46.9% and 5 brachycephalic skulls or 10,2 %. Striking is the high 
proportion of dolychocephalics and the low proportion of brachycephalics. The group as a 
whole is mesodolychocephalic with an average index of 75.7. 

Only the skulls of adults were studied; besides Snell measured some mandibles and 
teeth, but this material was too damaged and too incomplete for comparative study. Special 
attention was paid, however, to a heavily built mandible, belonging to skull B. In thickness it 
surpasses not only the averages but also the maxima found in Malayan groups, the measures 
corresponding more with those of Palae-Melanesian mandibles. This statement is confirmed 
by a well developed fossula supraspinata, a characteristic very seldom ‘found in recent 
mandibles except in those of the Palae-Melanesians of New Caledonia and the Loyalty 
Islands. 


Snell's conclusion reads as follows '? : 
“We are able to distinguish two types among the skulls from Melolo. There are skulls which 
clearly exhibit Negroid characters, viz. bilateral flattening of the cranium in combination with 
lophocrania, a narrow cranium with relatively great frontal and occipical width. 
Representatives of this type are Melolo B and H ; Melolo B and some fragments possess, 
moreover, qualities which must be regarded as typical Palae-Melanesoid, viz. a great thickness 
of the corpus mandibulae, and a fossula supraspinata. 


The second type exhibits Malay characteristics, viz. the all-rounded Malay cranium, 
with the Malay type of the supra-orbital region, and the Malay profile of the facial part of 
the skull. The representative for this type is Melolo D. Most of the skulls possess, besides 
Negroid, also Malay characters. 


In the skulls from Melolo we are in all probability, dealing with the remains of a people 
which originated from an intensive mixing of Negroid and Malay elements. Among the former 
the Palae-Melanesians (or Austro-Melanesians) are to be specially mentioned. No traces are 
to be found which would require us to consider any other race element playing any part in 
the composition of the former population of Melolo". 


Kleiweg de Zwaan '5) on the other hand considers the Melolo people as a mixture of 
Proto-Malayan and Veddah elements. The controversy is not so great as it seems to be at 
first sight. In point of fact, Saller regards the Veddah as a branch of the Austro-Melanesian 
stock. 


Melolo finds in the Jakarta Museum 


The Jakarta Museum (Lembaga Kebudajaan Indonesia- "Bataviaasch Genootschap 
van Kunsten en Wetenschappen”) keeps the following finds from the Melolo urn field: 
a. From Prof. E. R. K. Rodenwaldt's excavation (1923). 
Mus. No. 1943. Earthenware flask ; globular body ; neck shaped into a human 
figure (Fig. 2). Diameter body: 190 mm; height 250 mm. Found in 
an urn which also contained human bones and skulls. 
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1948. 
1949. 


1950. 
1951. 


From Dr. L 


2728. 


2729. 
2730. 
2731. 
2732. 
2733. 


2734. 
2735. 


2736. 
2737. 


2738. 
2739. 


2740. 


2741. 


2742. 
2743. 
2744. 


2745. 
2746. 
2747. 


Urn. Diameter 450 mm; height 460 mm. 

Earthenware flask. Diameter 195 mm ; height 295 mm. Found in urn 
1948. 

Urn. Diameter 330 mm; height 360 mm. 

Urn. Diameter 430 mm; height 430 mm. Upper portion damaged. 


. Onvlee's excavation (1936) : 
2721. 


Urn. Rim broken off. Height 470 mm ; greatest diameter 450 mm. 
The urn was filled with grey sand and many bone fragments. 
Six sherds of an earthenware flask, made of rather coarsegrained, 
dark-brown, polished ware. Greatest thickness 8 mm, at the rim 
13mm. 


Part of an urn. Surface brick-red. Polished ware ; greatest thickness 


ofthe rim : 11 mm. 

Neck and shoulder parts of an urn ; restored. Grey, coarsegrained 
ware ; at shoulder : incised lozenge motif ; greatest thickness 13 
mm ; diameter 272 mm. 

Rim of an urn ; restored. Brick-red ware with incised lozenge motifs. 
Sherds ; brick-red, polished ware. Greatest thickness 14 mm. 
Sherd ; rim of a pot ; brick-red ware with incised zig-zag lines ; 
greatest thickness 10 mm. 

Two sherds ; brick-red, polished ware. Thickness 6 mm. 

Four sherds ; brick-red, polished ware, with simple incised lines. 
Thickness 10 mm. 

Sherd ; round, brick-red ware ; in the centre a hole. Shuttle. 
Sherd. Polished, brick-red ware. Near the edge a small hole. 
Thickness 7 mm. 

Sherd. Brick-red ware ; thickness 16 mm. 

Upper portion ofa flask's neck. Black-brown, polished ware. Below 
the rim a number of small knobs and a double circle of white dots. 
Diameter mouth 48 mm ; height 67 mm ; thickness 9 mm. 

Upper portion of an earthenware flask ; black-brown. Below the 
mouth a prominence on the neck with a double circle of white dots 
and a human face (two ears, two eyes, two nostrils and a mouth). 
Diameter mouth : 27 mm ; height 63 mm ; thickness 5 mm. 

Upper portion of the neck of an earthenware flask; darkbrown, 
polished ware. Below the mouth a prominence on which a double 
circle of white dots and a human face ; height 31 mm. 

Sherd of an urn's rim ; thickness 22 mm. 

Sherd of an urn's rim ; brick-red ware ; thickness 14 mm. 

Sherd of an urn's neck and shoulder ; brick-red ware. Thickness 
10 mm. 

Four sherds ; red ware ; thickness | | mm. 

Sherd ; grey-black ; thickness 4 mm. 

Urn sherds ; restored. Flat bottom ; Beneath the neck an incised 
lozenge figure ; dark-brown, polished ware. Thickness 8 mm. 
diameter bottom 89 mm; height 119 mm. 
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2748. 


2749, 


2750. 


2751. 


2752. 


2753. 


2754. 


2755. 


2756. 


2757. 


2758. 


Sherds of an urn's mouth ; reconstructed. Brick-red, polished ware 
;on the shoulder indistinct incised lozenge motifs. Diameter mouth 
: 185 mm; thickness 9 mm. 

Upperportion of an urn ; outward curved lip ; on the shoulder 
incised lozenge motif ; brick-red, polished ware ; thickness lip 
12mm. 

Sherds, restored. Globular body ; grey-black, polished ware: 
Thickness 10 mm. 

Part of a flask's neck. 

Sherds of an earthenware flask ; restored. Dark-brown; in the flask: 
sand and shells; height 130 mm, diameter bottom 65 mm ; diameter 
body 139 mm. 

Urn ; restored. Globular body : part of the mouth broken off ; brick- 
red, polished ware. Height 308 mm ; diameter mouth 195 mm, 
thickness lip 17 mm. 

Earthenware flask ; tapering neck. On the shoulder four circlets 
with zigzag lines ; brick-red ware; height 228 mm ; diameter body 
155 mm ; diameter mouth 34 mm. 

Urn ; wide mouth and short neck ; globular body; height 138 mm ; 
diameter mouth 97 mm ; thick-ness 4 mm. 

Urn ; globular body ; greatest part of the neck broken off. Brick- 
red ware ; height 248 mm ; diameter body 25.1 mm. 

Earthenware flask ; globular body ; sloping shoulder. Neck 
thickened, in the middle ; rim damaged, body broken ; grey ware. 
Height. 213 mm ; diameter body 171 mm. 

Quadrangular stone adze ; black. Cutting-edge 


c. From Dr. W.A.J. Willem's excavation (1938) 
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4327. 


5872. 


5873. 


5874. 


5875. 


5876. 


5877. 


5878. 


Earthenware flask ; with incised lines ; globular body, flat bottom ; 
neck thickened at two places ; on one of them an incised human 
face with ears,, nipples and navel. Height 328 mm ; diameter 
208 mm. 

Earthenware flask ; two rings around the body, flat bottom. Neck with 
three prominences inter-spaced by eye-motifs. Height 250 mm; diameter 
262mm. 

Earthenware flask ; darkbrown ; neck broken off ; globular body, flat 
bottom ; height 174 mm ; diameter body 230 mm ; with incised wavy, 
zig-zaglines and circlets. 

Earthenware flask; black-brown. With an incised human face on the 
neck ; globular body, flat bottom. Height 171 mm ; diameter 122 mm. 
Earthenware flask ; black-brown. Restored, neck is missing. With incised 
figures ; globular body, flat bottom. 

Fragment of an earthenware flask ; neck adorned with incised figures. 
Dark-brown ware ; height 131 mm ; diameter neck: 63 mm. 

Fragment of an earthenware flask ; black-brown ware with incised 
figures ; height 154 mm, breadth 51 mm. 

Fragment ofan earthenware flask (bottom). Black-brown ware; diameter 
bottom 82 mm ; height 75 mm. 


5879. Fragment of an earthenware flask with incised triangles. Black-brown 
ware; length 120 mm; breadth 72 -mm. 


5880. Fragment of an earthenware flask with incised lines and circlets. Dark 
brown ; height 84 mm ; breadth 104 mm. 

5881. Fragment of an earthenware flask with incised figures; black-brown 
ware; 114 X 60 mm. 

5882. Six fragments of an  earthenware flask (neck) 
with incised human faces. 

5883. A number of sherds. 

5884. A number of sherds. 

5885. Two rings of mother of pearl. 


a. diameter 61 mm, thickness 5 mm. 

b, diameter 55 mm, thickness 3 mm. 
5886. Two rings of shell. 

a. diameter 50 mm, thickness 10 mm. 

b. diameter 50 mm, thickness 19 mm. 


5888. Amulet of shell in the shape of a pig’s head; 
51 X26 X 14 mm. (Fig. 7). 
5889, Eight beads of shell and stone. Largest 23 X 10 mm; 


smallest 10X 2 mm. 


For the number 1943, 1948-1951, 2727-2758 and 4327, vide v.d. Hoop's Catalogus voor de 
Praehistorische Verzameling pp 300-304 ; for the numbers 5872-5889 : see Jaarboek 
Bataviaasch Genootschap, X, 1948-1951, pp 49-50. Some urns from Prof. Rodenwaldt's 
collection are on display at the Instituut voor de Tropen at Amsterdam (Pl. 1). 


Much of Dr. Willems'material was lost during the war including the four stone adzes and 
some restored urns. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


This study holds the results of some excavations carried out at the Melolo urn cemetry 
in East Sumba. The actual spot is located about 200 metres from the coast and some 10 metres 
above the sea-level ; it is a prolific urn burial-ground, part of which is not explored, the 
southern and western boundaries not having been defined as yet. The site, covers an area of 
approximately 40 X 25 metres. Numerous urns (simple jars) were recovered near the surface 
of the ground (2-50 cm) and no preferred orientation was apparent ; sometimes they were 
found in groups. 


The urns, red, grey or darkbrown were, technically spoken, of a low standard ; round 
bottomed none of them were mounted on a foot. Many of them had collapsed and were 
totally crushed, sometimes lying together in tangled masses ; only a comparatively small 
number of unbroken examples were unearthed. A great portion of them, however, could be 
restored by Willems and his co-operators afterwards, showing a variety of forms. There were 
globular jars with vertical necks, urns with wide and narrow mouths, urns with slightly and 
strongly outcurved necks. (Fig. 9A) Only a few were adorned with simple incised line patterns 
mostly meanders, wavy lines and nail-imprints. In height they range from 70 to 20 cm. They 
were covered in various manners : by sherds, broken pots, by jars upside down and sometimes 
peculiar earthenware flasks or bottles turned upside down in the mouth of the urn. 


The urns contained human skeletal remains but never a complete human skeleton. This 
clearly points at a secondary burial custom in which only the skull with or without the 
mandible and sometimes with some limb bones were buried in the urn. Usually the urns 
contained one skull each though there were examples which two or three skulls from adults 
as well as from children had been interred, probably at the same time. 


Burial gifts consisted of shell-beads drilled from both sides, stone beads, shell bracelets 
and rings, quadrangular stone adzes and a unique pendant skillfully carved out of a Tridacna 
shell, apparently representing a pig's head. (Fig. 7). One of the outstanding features of the 


grave goods were specific polished earthenware flasks, red or darkbrown with long slender | 


necks and with compound silhouette: (Fib. 9 B). They were adorned with incised line patterns, 
the lines filled in with a white paint, and displaying the favourite designs, such as strings of 
triangles, parallel dotted lines, meanders arranged in parallel straight rows, circlets and series 
of zigzag lines. (Fig 8). The workmanship of this white-on-red or white-on-darkbrown pottery 
is of a high standard. The neck shows a single incised line pattern of a human face (in one 
case with three faces), mostly with round eyes except for some which have oval or slit eyes. 
In this respect it should be remembered that the same pattern occurs on the huge stone 
menhirs of Central Celebes. This is, of course only merely suggestive and not conclusive 
evidence of any cultural connection between both areas. There is one flask which is quite 
different. Made of darkbrown polished earthenware, its neck is shaped into a human figurine 
with flattened torso and short stretched arms which are only partly indicated. The head is 
covered with what seems to be a helmet (Fig. 2). 


Evidence of killing of offerings was hardly noticeable : there were only some shells 
mixed with ashes, in one case a pig's mandible. A considerable number of skulls were recorded 
to show that the peoples who were responsible for the urn-burial were a mesodolychocephalic 
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group of mankind, apparently a mixtured of Palae-Melanesian and Malayan races. Similar 
groups still live at present more eastwards in the Indonesian Archipelago. 


At first glance the discovery of a total of five quadrangular stone adzes and the complete 
absence of metal objects clearly argue for a neolithic age. A carefull study of the funeral gifts 
and the designs on them, however, makes it more acceptable to assign the Melolo urn cemetery 
to the Early Metal Age as has already been suggested by Willems and Heine Geldern '^). In 
this respect it should not be overlooked that stone adzes played an important role throughout 
the Early Metal Age. It has been noticed for example, that stone adzes were recovered at the 
classical Dongson site and in some Balinese stone sarcophagi '’). Onvlee's discovery of a 
shuttle indicates that the urn-people of Melolo already knew the art of weaving. 


To trace the origin and development of the urn burial customs in Indonesia and to fix 
their range in time and space constitutes a problem which can be solved only by more 
methodical investigations of which Willems gave us an excellent example. Therefore, due to 
the scant data of comparative nature, only a few general statements seems justified. Our 
present knowledge proves that there are three or four different urn burial customs in Indonesia, 
all belonging to the Early Metal Age. They can briefly be listed as follows : 
a. Large urns in which human skeletons were interred singly in a squatted position ; with 

them went polished dark-brown earthen-ware, saucer shaped cups on stands, flasks 

with long vertical necks, and crude globular, round bottomed pots. The decoration is 
simple and conventional. Example : Anyar, West Java '*). 

b. Large urns with skulls and some limb bones only, displaying a secondary burial system. 
Funeral gifts were specific earthenware, polished flasks with incised geometric patterns 
and human faces, the lines filled in with white paint, globular pots, shell rings, shell and 
stone beads and quadrangular stone adzes. Example : Melolo, East Sumba. 

c. Huge stone urns or vats. Similar to those of Laos, the latter definitely belong to the 
Early Metal Age. Heine Geldern probably rightly suggests that they originated from the 
contact of the cultural wave that introduced the custom of urn burial with some local 
megalithic culture. Example : Central Celebes. 

d. Large and small urns mostly of Chinese origin (1300 = 1600 A.D.), containing calcined 
human bones without funeral gifts. Prolonged until the coming of Islam. Numerous in 
the South Celebes (Bone, Soppeng, Wajo). 


The discoveries of urn-fields in Indonesia are promising enough but, due to disorganized 
digging, we are at a loss how to classify them. On the island of Salayar, Schroder '’) reported 
urns containing broken human bones, some bronze bracelets, beads of semi-precious stone 
and a bronze earring. J.C. Noordlander ?") recorded some urns at the Lesung batu district near 
Tebingtingi in South Sumatra ; besides human bones, there were two beautifully ornamented 
flasks of polished red earthenware which in some respects remember the flasks of Melolo. Finally 
Kaudern *') reported that urn-fields exist in the same Central Celebes area where numerous stone 
vats and menhir-statuettes were found, and Willems excavated an urnfield at Sa'bang north of 
Paloppo in South Celebes °). The urns of the latter site were completely empty. 


All these sites urgently need further methodical investigations. 
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Pl. 1 Urn (Instituut voor de Tropen 
Coll. Rodenwaldt) 


Pl. 2 Urn 103 with a stone quadrangular adze 








Pl. 3 Urn 92 containing à human skull 
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Pl. 5 Flask from urn 92 





Pl. 6 Urn containing human skull and limb bones 





Pl. 7 Urn 92 with armring made of shell 
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Pl. 8 View on urn 111 and other 


N 





Pl. 10 Shell and stone beads 


pl. 9 Shell adornments. 





Pl. 11 Shell bracelet 
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Fig. | Ground plan of Willem's Excavation of the 


Urn burial-ground at Melolo, East Sumba 


Fig. 2 Earthenware flask with human firgurine 
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are flask with incised human face 


Fig. 3 Earthenw 
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ig. 6 Ornamented neck of flask nos 204 and 16 
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Ornamented neck of flask nos 214 
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Fig. 
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Fig. 6 Neck of a flask with three human faces 





Fig. 7 Pendant made of a 7ridacna shell 
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Fig. 8 Various geometric incised ornament on flask 





Fig. 9 Various profile of jars (A) and flasks (B) 
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